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INSIDE  N.l. 


NI  BOARD  CHAIRMAN  ANNOUNCES  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  BUILDING  FUND 
Fellow  Menters, 

I am  pleased  to  announce  that  at  the  January  Board  of  Governors  meeting 
your  Board  established  a Building  Fund  for  a future  NI  headquarters. 

This  decision  came  about  after  suggestions  from  many  members  who  believ- 
ed it  was  time  that  NI  begin  thinking  about  a permanent  home  for  some- 
time in  the  future.  They  believe  as  I do  that  a permanent  home  will  be 
needed  someday  to  house  the  NI  Library  and  NI  Reference  Collections. 

Your  Board  recognizes  that  this  is  a large  project  which  will  take  a 
long  time  to  accomplish,  however  we  felt  that  now  was  the  time  to  take 
the  first  step  toward  the  goal  of  a headquarters  building.  I hope  you 
will  support  us  in  this  and  please  remember  that  donations  to  NI  are 
deductible  for  U.S.  Federal  Income  Taxes  (U.S.  members).  Donations  for 
the  Building  Fund  should  be  so  indicated  so  that  they  will  be  applied 
properly. 

Thanks  for  your  continuing  support! 


Charles  Muchmore,  Jr. 

Chairman,  NI  Board  of  Governors 

***** 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


March  1981  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  May 
1,  1981,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 

Life  Membership  numbers  LM25  through  LM67  were  assigned  to  OIN  Life 
Members  who  transferred  their  membership  into  NI. 

Membership  numbers  1666  through  1789  were  assigned  to  OIN  transfers. 

1790-MT  George  H.  Jones,  Jr.,  2146  Rosemont  Drive,  Montgomery,  Ala.  36111 
(General  World  Coins) 

1791  Dr.  E.  A.  Walker,  Jr. , Jeddah  M.  0.  D.  A.  Hospital,  Box  3838, 
Jeddah,  Saudi  Arabia  — (World  Coins) 


Reinstatement : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws  and 

is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1201  William  C.  Noyes,  Box  428,  Monument  Beach,  Mass.  02553 
(British  Tokens,  World  Types) 
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Correction: 


1654-MT  C.  I.  Browne,  Sr.,  6131  E.  31st  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74135 
(Hong  Kong  Banknotes,  U.S.  Coins) 

(Spelling  of  member  Browne's  name  was  in  error  in  the  January 
Membership  Report.) 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Purpose  Preference  of  Use 


HUBBARD,  Clyde 
HUMPHRIS,  John  G. 
KNIJNSBERG,  P.  H. 
MORAN,  David  F. 
NATER,  Cor 
WILLIAMS,  Richard 


$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$4.00  Cash 
$1.11  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$23.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  David  E.  Seelye  who  has  donated  the 
following  later  editions  to  our  collection. 

MEVIUS,  JOHAN.  Speaiale  oatalogus  van  de  Nederlandse  rnnten  van  1795 
tot  heden.  Met  Ned.  V/est-Indie^  Suriname,  Curacao,  Ned.  Antillen. 
9th  ed. , 1979  and  10th  ed. , 1980.  lOOpp,  illus. 

FRANS,  MORIN.  Katalogus  der  Betgisohe  Munten  van  1822  tot  heden. 

Pub.  1980,  108pp,  illus. 

SIEG,  FROVIN.  Montkatalog  1977.  Pub.  1976,  240pp,  illus. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  both  Robert  Plemmons 
and  David  Seelye  for  their  donations  of  catalogs,  magazines,  and  dupli- 
cate books  to  our  shelves. 


III.  As  of  this  report  all  of  the  catalogs  and  price  lists  have  been 
transferred  to  the  NI  Catalogue  Librarian,  Donald  Mead,  in  Wichita, 
Kansas.  We  would  like  to  remind  all  of  our  members  donating  catalogs 
and  price  lists  to  send  them  direct  to  Donald  from  now  on  if  at  all 
possible . 

********************************************************************** 
NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  INVENTORY  LISTING 


The  collection  was  still  in  the  process  of  being  updated  at  press  time, 
therefore  the  restart  of  the  inventory  listing  will  be  delayed  until 
the  April  issue. 

Remember  the  collection  needs  a lot  of  material  when  you  have  extras. 
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THE  COINS  OF 

CILICIAN 

ARMENIA 

by  Kenneth  A.  Jacob,  Cambridge,  England 


(Reprinted  with  permission  from  Seaby' s Coin  & Medal  Bulletin, 
January  1976,  No.  689  and  February  1976,  No.  69O,  published  by 
B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.,  Audley  House,  11  Margaret  Street,  Oxford  Circus, 
London,  WLN  8AT,  England . ) 


(The  coins  illustrated  are  in  the  collection  of  the  writer  and  they 
were  photographed  by  Mr.  P.  F.  Purvey  of  Messrs.  B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.) 


[N  COMPARISON  WITH  MANY  OTHER  SERIES  OF  COINS,  LITTLE  HAS 
been  written  in  English  to  assist  the  ordinary  collec- 
tor in  a study  or  arrangement  of  the  coins  of  Cilician 
Armenia,  a coin  series  which  played  a significant  part 
in  the  development  of  the  medieval  coinages  of  Europe 
and  beyond . 

Mention  should  be  made  of  early  writers  - particularly  Father  Sibil- 
lian  - whose  studies  have  done  much  to  formulate  modem  knowledge  of 
the  Armenian  coin  series,  but  whose  works  have  been  outdated  in  some 
respects  by  later  scholarship.  The  series  was  studied  and  published 
in  1962  in  considerable  detail  by  Dr.  P.  Z.  Bedoukian  in  his  Coinage 
of  Cilician  Armenia  (American  Numismatic  Society  "Notes  and  Monogra- 
ph s^"^~NoTl[ir7yr^but7  sad  to  say,  this  outstanding  work  is  out  of  print 
and  difficult  to  find.  When  it  is  available  it  is  a publication  of 
prime  importance  although  the  reproductions  of  the  many  coins  illus- 
trated are  not  so  easy  to  study  as  they  are  in  many  n\amismatic  pub- 
lications. Dr.  Bedoukian  also  produced  a summary  article  in  Revue 
des  etudes  armeniennes  1971>  but  this,  once  again,  is  not  easy  to 
find  to  consult.  With  one  exception,  which  is  noted,  all  my  refer- 
ences in  this  commentary  are  to  the  1962  catalogue,  in  ^ich  the  au- 
thor has  classifed  and  catalogued  all  the  coins  he  could  locate  in 
the  main  public  and  private  collections  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 
In  all  Bedoukian  considers  some  10, U53  specimens  but  many  additional 
coins  are  known  which  increase  this  number  to  a great  extent.  How- 
ever, the  catalogue  is  so  comprehensive  that  it  appears  unlikely 
that  any  major  varieties  are  not  included. 


In  Seaby ' s Coin  & Medal  Bulletin  of  1962,  Jean -Paul  Divo  published 
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some  notes  on  the  coinage  of  Armenia  (p.  459)^  but  although  Bedouk- 
ian's  work  is  mentioned  in  a postscript,  it  was  not  available  to  him 
at  the  time  he  wrote  and  his  notes  suffer  from  this  to  a considerable 
extent . 

I hope,  therefore,  my  commentary  may  offer  some  guidance  to  the  iden- 
tification and  arrangement  of  specimens  to  others  who  have  an  inter- 
est in  the  coins  of  Cilician  Armenia  or  who  wish  to  know  something 
about  them,  when  Bedoukian's  work  is  not  available.  My  commentary 
is  written  following  a study  of  the  series  which  has  been  based 
mainly  upon  Bedoukian's  book,  and  I acknowledge  freely  and  grateful- 
ly my  dependence  almost  entirely  upon  it.  My  acknowledgement  is 
also  recorded  to  later  specialised  studies  by  Dr.  D.  M«  Metcalf 
which  will  be  mentioned  in  due  course. 

When  the  Armenian  people  made  their  home  in  Asia  to  the  south  of 
the  Caucasian  mountains,  they  could  hardly  have  selected  for  them- 
selves a more  unfortunate  location.  During  the  centuries  which  fol- 
lowed, their  land  was  either  invaded  or  used  as  a passageway  by 
many  peoples  - from  the  east,  the  Persians,  Parthians,  Seljuk  Turks, 
or  the  Mongols;  or  from  the  west,  the  Greeks,  Romans,  or  the  Byzan- 
tines. Of  these  invasions  that  of  the  Seljuk  Turks  in  A.D.  1064 
proved  to  be  the  greatest  consequence,  and  the  invaders,  continuing 
their  westward  advance,  established  themselves  in  what  is  modern 
Turkey  forming  their  Sultanate  of  Roum,  eventually  in  1097  with 
Konya  (iconium)  as  their  capital  city.  In  advance  of  the  Seljuk  in- 
vasion many  of  the  Armenian  people  fled  to  the  southwest  and  sought 
new  homes  in  the  Taurus  mountain  area  of  Cilicia.  By  1080  they 
were  well  established  in  this,  their  new  homeland,  and  Roupen  who 
was  a descendant  of  the  earlier  Armenian  kings,  became  their  ruler. 
During  the  next  century  his  successors  extended  the  Armenian  terri- 
tory southward  until  the  whole  of  the  area  to  the  coast  was  under 
their  control.  This  territory  included  several  important  coastal 
cities  including  Tarsus  and  Adana,  cities  now  inland  as  the  coast 
line  has  receded  since  that  time.  The  Armenian  capital  city  was 
Sis,  some  miles  further  inland. 


From  the  time  of  the  Seljuk  invasion,  the  old  Armenian  territory 
ceased  to  hold  any  political  significance,  and  the  few  peoples  who 
did  not  join  the  migration  to  Cilicia  lived  mainly  in  the  mountain- 
ous parts  of  the  land.  The  new  Armenian  territory  in  Cilicia  is 
sometimes  known  as  Lesser  Armenia. 


i 


70 


Such  was  the  situation  in  II87  when  Prince  Levon  II  took  over  the 
government  of  Cilician  Armenia  from  his  brother,  Prince  Roupen  II. 
Levon  soon  proved  himself  to  be  an  able  ruler,  and  as  the  Armenians 
had  been  able  to  render  assistance  with  men  and  supplies  to  the  Cru- 
saders, Levon  felt  able  to  make  representations  to  the  German  emper- 

or and  the  Pope  for  them  to  acknowledge  him  as  king  of  the  Armenians. 
Eventually  this  acknowledgement  was  granted.  Levon  was  presented 
with  a royal  crown  by  the  Byzantine  emperor,  Alexius  III,  and  in 
January  II9S  he  was  crowned  king  and  annointed  in  the  cathedral  at 
Tarsus  in  the  presence  of  the  Imperial  Chancellor,  and  the  Papal 
Legate  who  presented  Levon  with  a royal  sceptre. 

At  this  point  it  should  be  stressed  that  Prince  Levon  II  was  crowned 

as  King  Levon  I.  In  various  works,  for  example  the  Cambridge  Medie- 

val History,  Levon  is  named  as  King  Levon  II,  and  his  successors  of 
the  same  name  to  King  Levon  VI,  when,  in  fact,  they  are  Kings  Levon 
I to  V.  To  avoid  difficulty  and  misunderstanding,  when  using  a new 
work  for  study,  it  is  wise  to  take  into  accoxint  the  actual  dates  of 
the  kings  as  recorded  by  the  author  until  it  is  ascertained  which 
method  of  numbering  has  been  used.  In  this  commentary  I have  made 
my  reference  to  Kings  Levon  I to  V which  I consider  to  be  the  correct 
method,  this  being  that  also  employed  by  Bedoukian. 

Looking  backward  in  time  for  a 
moment,  it  should  here  be  mention- 
ed that  although  tradition  has  it 
that  Christianity  was  brought  to 
Armenia  much  earlier,  it  was  cer- 
tainly brought  to  the  country  by 
Gregory  the  Illuminator,  and  that 
in  303  the  Armenians  adopted 
Christianity  as  their  state  reli- 
gion - 10  years  earlier  than  the 
Edict  of  Milan  under  which  toler- 
ation was  granted  to  Christianity 
in  the  Roman  empire.  Another 
significant  step  was  the  invention 
of  the  Armenian  alphabet  by  Mesrop 
in  439*  36  characters  were  em- 

ployed to  place  the  Armenian  lan- 
guage into  writing  (3  characters 
were  added  later)  and  it  is  in 
these  characters  that  the  inscrip- 
tions on  the  coins  are  to  be  found 
written.  Although  they  are  un- 
usual in  appeamace,  with  the  aid 
of  a chart  the  Armenian  characters 
are  quite  easy  to  follow,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  they  are 
faithfully  copied  on  the  actual 
coins.  Accordingly  the  coin  inscriptions  can  be  read  without  much 
difficulty  by  collectors  or  students  who  do  not  understand  the 
Armenian  langiiage. 

It  appears  certain  to  have  been  within  the  period  II96-II98  that  the 
coinage  of  Cilician  Armenia  was  introduced  in  a regular  manner.  A 
few  copper  coins  are  attributed  to  the  earlier  baronial  or  princely 
period  (IO8O-II96)  but  these  are  very  rare  and  are  unlikely  to  be 
found  or  recognised  by  the  ordinary  collector.  However,  King  Levon 
I introudced  a silver  coinage  presumably  after  having  been  sent  the 
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crown  by  the  Byzantine  emperor  but  before  his  coronation^  and  a re- 
markable coinage  it  was. 


From  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  denier^  or  silver  penny, 
in  France,  the  coin  became  the  standard  denomination  for  most  Euro- 
pean coinages  and  almost  the  only  denomination  struck.  The  initial 
weight  of  about  22-l/2  grains  was  soon  subject  to  reductions  as  was 
the  purity  of  the  metal,  and  when  the  Crusaders  arrived  in  the  mid- 
dle east,  their  coinages  which  were  struck  were  deniers,  basically 
in  billon  which  is  a debased  silver.  Under  Doge  Enrico  Dandolo 
(II92-I205),  towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  the  Venetians  commenced 
to  strike  their  grosso,  a larger  silver  coin  of  about  33  grains  in 
weight,  those  grossi  being  the  first  attempt  in  the  west  to  strike 
a larger  coin  than  the  denier.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Lhe  middle 
east  the  Seljuks  in  the  Sultanate  of  Roum  - the  nei^bours  of  the 
Cilician  Armenians  - were  striking  silver  dirhems  at  a weight  of 
about  45  grains,  and  the  first  coins  of  Levon  I were  of  good  silver 
and  were  of  comparable  weight  and  size  to  the  Seljuk  dirhems.  Levon's 
coins  were  knovm  as  trams,  and  he  went  also  a stage  further  with  a 
completely  new  Innovation  by  striking  double-trams  of  about  85  grains 
in  weight  (Plate  l),  a coin  weight  which  preceded  further  develop- 
ment of  larger  silver  coins  elsewhere  in  the  west.  Levon's  double- 
trams were  much  earlier  than  the  French  gros-toumois  of  Louis  IX 
struck  from  1266  and  also  the  English  groats  which  were  not  intro- 
duced \mtil  1279  8y  Edward  I,  and  even  then,  after  their  short  life- 
time, not  appearing  as  a regular  denomination  until  1351  under  Ed- 
ward III.  An  additional  denomination  also  struck  by  Levon  was  the 
half -tram,  and  to  distinguish  the  coins  of  this  first  issue  from  the 
later  series,  they  are  frequently  referred  to  as  double-trams,  half 
double-trams,  and  quarter  double-trams . 


On  the  obverse  of  the  coins  of  this  first  issue  Levon  himself  is  de- 
picted seated  on  a throne  which  is  decorated  each  side  by  the  fore- 
parts of  a lion,  the  legs  of  the  lions  forming  the  sides  of  the 
throne,  and  he  is  shown  holding  an  orb  surmounted  by  a cross,  and 
a lily  sceptre . The  reverse  type  shows  a crowned  lion  standing  and 
holding  a double  cross.  The  lion  is,  of  coiirse,  a very  suitable 
type  for  the  coins  of  a king  with  the  name  of  Levon  (Leo)  which  is 
derived  from  the  Latin  "leone",  a lion.  The  use  of  the  lion  as  a 
coin  type  is  well  known  from  the  time  of  the  earliest  Lydian  coins. 


oe. 


ntv. 


UKu  puTUhnr  ui/tmat  ^usfis 

LEVON  TAKAVOB.  AMEMAVM  HAYOT^ 

uusnh&na 

OAROWtOUTEAMPN  AS  DOOWOY 
Fig.  1 


The  full  inscriptions  on  the 
double -trams  are  as  in  Fig.  1, 
and  they  can  be  translated  as 
LEVON  KING  OF  ALL  THE  HAYOTS, 
and  on  the  reverse,  THROUGH 
THE  POWER  OF  GOD.  On  the  coins 
the  word  TAKAVOR  (KING)  is 
frequently  abbreviated  to  TKR,  and,  rarely,  AMENAYN  (ALL)  is  omit- 
ted. On  the  half  double-trams  the  word  AMENAYN  is  found  only  rare- 
ly, and  the  very  rare  quarter  double-trams  have  the  obverse  inscrip- 
tion of  the  larger  denominations  spread  over  both  obverse  and  re- 
verse. The  word  transliterated  as  HAYOTS  is  the  name  by  which  the 
Armenian  people  knew  themselves. 


On  the  coins  of  this  issue,  as  on  all  later  issues,  the  inscriptions 
are  to  be  found  with  various  minor  alterations  in  the  spelling, 
and  the  last  word  is  frequently  shortened  to  a variable  extent, 
presumably  according  to  the  amount  of  space  the  die-sinker  found 
to  be  at  his  disposal. 


72 


All  the  coins  of  the  first  issue  are  rare,  Bedoukian  cataloguing 
only  98,  134  and  3,  of  the  three  denominations  in  all.  What  is 
possibly  a new  hoard  of  double-trams  was  studied  and  published 
recently  by  Dr.  D.  M.  Metcalf  in  Spink's  Numismatic  Circular  (May 
197  in  which  he  has  arranged  the  coins  by  style  and  minor  vari- 

ations in  field  marks  which  are  of  differing  natures.  This  takes 
the  total  of  recorded  specimens  of  double-trams  from  98  to  I58. 

The  first  issue  of  Levon's  coins  appears  to  have  had  only  a limited 
period  of  use,  as  it  was  followed  by  an  issue  which  was  struck, 
without  little  doubt,  in  celebration  of  the  king's  coronation. 

This  second  series  consists  only  of  trams  (which  are  known  as  the 
coronation  trams)  and  on  the  obverse  Levon  is  depicted  kneeling 
before  a figure  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  between  them  are  eight  rays 
of  light  (Plate  2)  or  the  Holy  Dove  descending  from  Heaven  (Plate 

3). 

On  the  reverse  of  the  coronation  trams  normally  are  to  be  found 
two  rampant  lions,  looking  backwards,  and  with  an  ornamental  cross 
between  them.  Bedoukian  lists  only  133  coronation  trams,  but  their 
numbers  have  been  increased  recently  to  a considerable  extent  by 
what  are  almost  certainly  new  hoards.  The  inscriptions  on  these 
second  issue  coins  follow  those  of  the  first  issue,  but  in  this 
instance  AMENAYN  does  not  appear. 

As  was  no  doubt  the  case  of  the  first  issue,  the  coronation  trams 
seem  to  have  had  a life  of  short  duration,  and  they  were  followed 
by  Levon's  third  issue  of  trams  (Plate  4)  and  half -trams  (Plate  5) 
which  became  the  standard  coinage  in  silver  for  the  remainder  of 
the  reign.  The  two  lion  reverse  type  was  retained  on  these  coins 
(which  are  known  as  the  ordinary  trams),  but  on  the  obverse  a re- 
turn was  made  to  the  enthroned  king  type  of  the  double-tram  issue. 
The  inscriptions  on  the  ordinary  trams  follow  those  of  the  double- 
trams, but  AMMAYN,  which  appears  only  rarely,  is  abbreviated  to 
AMEN. 


The  ordinary  tram  issue  must  have  been  of  vast  dimensions  as  many 
specimens  of  the  coinage  have  survived.  Bedoukian  catalogues  some 
3^696  specimens,  and  he  has  classified  them  according  to  the  length 
and  minor  variations  of  the  inscriptions:  variations  in  the  cross 
between  the  lions;  details  concerning  the  representation  of  the 
king  - whether  his  feet  rest  on  a footstool,  and  whether  his  left 
foot  is  t’urned  outwards;  and  different  styles  of  die  cutting. 

Once  again,  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Metcalf  as  in  Revue  beige 
de  Numismatique  1972,  he  has  published  a study  on  what  are  again 
almost  certainly  two  new  hoards  of  these  ordinary  trams.  (Ed:  See 

reprint  of  Dr.  Metcalf's  work  in  M Bulletin,  April  1976,  Vol.  10, 
No.  4,  pp.  II5-I3O.)  The  variations  have  been  classified  by  a new 
method  based  upon  the  styles  of  drapery  of  the  king's  robes  and 
the  re\''erse  cTOSses,  these  being  supplemented  by  differing  styles 
in  the  depiction  of  the  lions.  Dr.  Metcalf's  classification  has, 
for  me,  a very  great  attraction,  and  it  would  appear  likely  to 
point  for\v’ard  to  an  eventual  understanding  of  this  vast  issue,  and, 
possibly,  to  a complete  chronological  classification  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  whole. 

The  half-trams  of  this  issue  are  really  miniature  copies  of  the 
trams  themselves,  following  them  in  details  and  design,  and  Bedouk- 
ian catalogues  only  21  specimens. 
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With  the  ordinary  tram  issue  Levon  struck  copper  coins  of  a good 
size,  and  which  are  known  as  tanks  (Plate  6) . The  central  part 
of  the  reverse  is  occupied  by  a double  cross,  frequently  placed 
on  steps,  and  with  stars  on  both  sides.  The  central  part  of  the 
obverse  depicts  a crowned  head  vtoich  is  sometimes  catalogued  as 
the  head  of  the  king,  and  at  others,  as  the  head  of 
a lion  (Fig.  2).  Although  it  would  appear  very  like- 
ly that  the  head  is  intended  to  represent  the  king 
himself,  against  this  the  crowned  lion  had  appeared 
earlier  as  the  reverse  type  of  the  double -trams,  and 
there  is  considerable  doubt  which  interpretation  of 
the  head  on  the  tanks  is  that  intended  by  the  issuer. 
For  myself  I am  by  no  means  convinced  one  way  or  the 
other,  but  I am  inclined  to  consider  the  head  to  represent  a crowned 
lion. 


Fig.  2 


It  is  possible  to  classify  the  tanks  according  to  the  mmiber  of 
dots  (representing  pearls?)  in  the  band  of  the  crown,  and  the  num- 
ber of  curls  (Plate  6 and  Figure  2),  these  criteria  and  the  complete 
ness  of  the  inscriptions  being  used  by  Bedoukian  for  the  arrangement 
of  his  catalogue. 


On  the  tanks  the  obverse  inscription  is  that  -vAiich  had  become  the 
standard  since  the  coronation  tram  issue,  but  on  the  reverse  a new 

inscription  is  employed  which  can  be 


thbhLll,  h f UlUf  L ^ U^U 

SHItlEAL  I KAyjAKH  I SIS 
Fig.  3 


translated  STRUCK  IN  THE  CITY  OF  SIS  (Fig 
3),  and  this  inscription  became  the  stand 
ard  for  the  remainder  of  the  Armenian 
coin  series.  Sis  was  the  capital  city  of 
Cilician  Armenia  and  the  normal  site  of 
the  mint,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  double-tram  issue  was  struck 
at  Tarsus  (Darson,  as  it  was  known),  and  a very  few  coins  much  later 
in  the  series  do  carry  the  name  of  Darson  in  the  place  of  that  of 
Sis . 


Before  leaving  the  successful  reign  of  Levon  I,  mention  should  be 
made  of  billon  deniers  struck  by  him  probably  in  1208  at  the  time 
of  his  expeditions  against  Antioch.  These  coins,  which  are  very 
rare,  have  the  inscriptions  in  Latin  LEO  DEI  GRATIA  / REX  ARMENIOR, 
the  types  being  the  facing  head  of  the  king  and  a cross.  A unique 
coin  of  similar  types  but  with  the  inscriptions  in  Armenian  was 
published  by  Bedoukian  in  the  Numismatic  Chronicle,  1967^  P*  l89^ 
and  this  piece  was  probably  struck  in  1203 . 

When  Levon  died  in  1219  his  heir  was  his  daughter  Zabel,  then  only 
three  years  of  age,  and  she  became  queen  under  two  regents,  one  of 
whom  died  very  soon.  Two  pretenders  to  the  throne  complicated  the 
succession,  and  in  1222,  Gosdantin,  the  remaining  regent,  married 
Zabel  to  Philip  of  Antioch.  Philip  proved  to  be  a failure  as  king 
and  he  died  in  prison  about  1225^  and  of  his  kingship  there  are  no 
numismatic  records.  Gosdantin  then  married  Zabel  to  his  son, 

Hetoum,  and  his  reign  as  king  proved  to  be  just  as  successful  as 
Philip's  was  a failure. 

Hetoum' s silver  trams  (Plates  8 and  9)^  and  the  few  half-trams,  de- 
pict on  one  side  a representation  of  himself  and  Zabel  standing 
holding  a long  cross  together  with  the  inscription  POWER  IS  TO  GOD, 
and  on  the  other  side  a lion  with  a cross  and  the  inscription  HETOUM 
KING  OF  THE  HAYOTS.  The  eai'liest  dies  depict  the  lion  actually 
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holding  the  cross  (Plate  8),  and  others  have  the  lion  walking  (Plate 
9).  The  cross  held  by  the  king  and  queen  is  found  decorated  with  a 
star  (Plate  8)  or  a pellet  (Plate  9)  at  times,  and  on  other  coins  a 
star  is  shown  under  the  lion.  These  variations  and  others  have  en- 
abled Bedoukian  to  suggest  a chronological  sequence  of  the  classes 
of  this  long  issue  (A.N.S.  Museum  Notes,  VIIl)  with  the  aid  of 
hoards.  Although  Zabel  died  in  1252,  coins  of  these  same  types 
appear  to  have  been  struck  throughout  the  whole  of  the  reign  of 
Hetoum,  and,  in  fact,  Bedoukian  lists  very  rare  coins  of  these  same 
types  but  with  Hetoum 's  name  replaced  by  that  of  Levon  II  who  came 
to  the  throne  in  1270. 

Although  the  Seljuks  were  always  the  enemies  of  the  Armenians,  early 
in  the  reign  of  Hetoum,  Gosdantin,  the  regent,  arranged  some  sort  of 
a peace  with  them,  and  it  was  without  doubt  during  this  period  of 
peace  that  some  bilingual  trams  (Plate  7)  and  half -trams  were  struck 
All  are  rare,  the  half -trams  especially  so.  On  the  obverse  of  these 
coins  is  seen  in  Arabic  the  name  and  titles  of  the  Seljuk  Sultan 
Kaikobad,  or  his  successor  Kaikhrusrew  (Plate  7)  who  became  sultan 
in  1236,  and  on  the  reverse,  in  Armenian,  the  name  of  Hetoum  as 
king  of  the  Hayots  and  his  equestrian  portrait.  The  issue  of  these 
coins  no  doubt  proclaimed  that  Hetoum  was  in  some  manner  subject  to 
the  Seljuk  sultans  and  his  portrait  on  horseback  was  taken,  with 
little  doubt,  from  the  Seljuk  copper  coins  issued  a short  time 
earlier.  Some  of  the  coins  of  this  series  are  dated  with  the  Hejira 
years  637  to  643  (=  A.D.  1239  'to  1245)  "the  inscription  on  the  dated 
coins  including  the  name  of  the  mint  - Sis,  and  the  issue  must  have 
ceased  in  or  about  1245  when  the  peace  with  Seljuks  came  to  ein  end, 
the  Armenians  then  becoming  allies  of  the  Mongols  who,  since  1216, 
had  been  advancing  westward  under  Jenghis  Khan  and  his  successors. 

Hetoum 's  copper  coins  followed  at  first  those  of  Levon  I and  his 
tanks  (Plate  10  and  ll)  depicted  him  seated  on  a throne  decorated 
with  lions  on  the  obverse  (Plate  10 ) and  a cross  with  varied  marks 
in  the  angles  on  the  reverse  (cf.  Plate  10  to  13 )•  Variations  in 
the  lion  decorations  of  the  throne  may  well  provide  evidence  of  the 
chronological  sequence  of  the  tank  issues,  as  they  became  more  con- 
ventionalized as  time  passed,  the  series  ending  with  a throne  with 
double  (Plate  ll)  and  then  single  post  sides.  The  majority  of  the 
tanks  have  the  types  enclosed  in  linear  circles,  but  rare  varieties 
show  a dotted  circle  (Plate  lO) . It  seems  probably  to  me  that  the 
issue  of  tanks  ceased  in  the  middle  of  Hetoum' s reign. 

During  the  reign  a new  denomination  appeared,  this  being  equal  to  a 
half- tank  and  known  as  a kardez  (Plate  12  to  l4) . 

Three  obverse  types  of  the  kardez  of  Hetoiom  are  known,  Bedoukian  sug 
gesting  their  order  to  be  coins  with  an  equestrian  ixjrtrait  firstly, 
then  those  with  the  king  seated  facing  on  a bench-like  throne,  and 
finally,  coins  with  the  throne  decorated  with  the  foreparts  of  lions 
as  on  the  early  tanks. 

Bedoukian,  following  Sibillian,  provides  full  argument  to  suggest 
the  tanks  and  the  equestrian  kardez  to  be  comtemporary  with  the 
Hetoum/Kaikcbad  trams  (c.  1228-1235)  and  those  with  the  bench-like 
throne  to  have  been  contemporary  with  the  Hetoum/ Kaikhrusrew  trams, 
leaving  the  lion  decorated  kardez  to  follow.  These  siaggestions  are 
based  on  similarity  of  style  of  some  of  the  letters  in  the  inscrip- 
tions, the  change  from  TAKAVOR  being  spelt  in  full  on  the  early 
issues  and  shown  with  the  last  two  letters  ligate  on  later  coins. 
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This  last  feature  does  not  occur  on  the  lion  decorated  throne  kardez, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  as  these  coins  copy  the  tanks  so  closely  in 
style^  the  lion  decorated  throne  issues  (Plate  12)  were  the  earliest 
and  contemporary  with  the  early  tanks.  The  equestrian  type  kardez 
(plate  13)  may  well  then  have  followed  with  the  bench- like  throne 
issues  (Plate  l4)  to  complete  the  sequence.  This  re-arranged  order 
I note  to  be  followed  in  Bedoukian's  1971  summary,  but  is  not  speci- 
fied particularly. 

In  general,  although  large  ntunbers  of  Hetoum’s  coins  in  both  silver 
and  copper  have  survived,  fram  that  time  the  Armenian  coinage  follow- 
ed this  same  trend  and  pattern  in  the  main  but  successive  issues  be- 
came reduced  in  quality  of  metal,  in  workmanship,  and  in  design. 

Although  Hetoum  did  not  die  until  1271,  in  1270  Levon  II  became  king 
with  his  father,  and  the  obverse  type  of  his  trams  was  once  again 
his  portrait  on  horseback  following  Hetoum' s kardez  (Plate  15)-  New 
types  appeared  on  the  kardez  of  the  reign,  as  a lion  is  shown  walk- 
ing but  without  the  cross  of  most  the  earlier  types  of  a similar 
nature.  A cross  was  used  as  the  type  of  the  other  side,  and  coins 
can  be  found  with  the  lion  on  obverse  with  cross  reverse,  or  the 
other  way  round.  (Figure  4) 


A change  of  coinage  was  made  by  Hetoum  II  who  became  king  on  the 
death  of  his  father  in  I289.  Hetoum  II  struck  no  coins  in  silver, 
but  replaced  them  with  billon  deniers  after  the  style  of  the  rare 
coins  of  Levon  I,  and  using  the  same  types  - the  facing  head  of  the 
king  and  a cross.  As  with  the  billons  of  Levon  I,  those  of  Hetoum 
II  are  very  rare,  and  the  inscription  HEH'OUM  KING  OF  ALL  THE  HAYOTS 
is  spread  over  both  obverse  and  reverse.  (Figure  5) 


Fig.  5 


These  same  types,  but  with  the 
reverse  cross  much  more  ornament- 
al, were  used  on  the  first  issue 
of  kardez  of  the  reign  (Plates 
16  and  17),  and  these  coins  can 
be  classified  by  variations  in  the 
hair  styles  of  the  portrait.  Some 
dies  show  one  curl  each  side, 

others  two  curls,  and  others  with  outward  curls.  The  coins  of  this 
issue  appear  to  have  been  struck  very  poorly  and  with  little  care. 

A second  series  of  kardez  follows  the  enthroned  king  type  of  earlier 
issues  but  on  these  Hetoum  II  is  shown  holding  a mace,  and  the  usual 
cross  appears  as  the  reverse  type. 


The  reign  of  Hetoum  II  is  remarkable  for  the  many  changes  that  took 
place.  In  1293  Hetoum  retired  from  him  kingship  to  enter  a monas- 
tery, his  brother,  Toros,  becoming  king  in  his  place,  and  of  whom 
no  coins  are  known.  Then,  in  1295,  Hetoum  was  persuaded  to  resume 
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as  king,  and  to  this  suggestion  Toros  was  quite  agreeable.  In  the 
following  year  when  Heto\im  and  Toros  left  the  country  to  attend  the 
wedding  of  their  sister  in  Byzantium,  another  brother,  Smpad,  was 
left  in  charge.  Smpad  at  once  proclaimed  himself  as  king,  ajid  on 
their  return  Hetoum  was  partially  blinded  and  he  and  Toros  imprison- 
ed where  Toros  soon  died.  Smpad 's  rebellion  caused  another  brother, 
Gosdantin,  to  rise  against  him  and  Smpad  was  in  turn  imprisoned,  and 
Hetoima,  although  being  set  free,  was  quite  willing  for  Gosdantin  to 
rule  the  country  in  his  place.  Hetoum  began  to  regain  his  sight 
in  1299^  and  the  princes  appealed  to  him  to  resume  his  kingship  yet 
again,  but  Gosdantin,  unlike  Toros  a few  years  earlier,  was  unwill- 
ing to  give  up  his  tenure  of  the  throne,  and  he  set  Smpad  free. 

Both  Gosdantin  and  Smpad  were  captured  by  Hetoum' s supporters  and 
they  died  in  Byzantium.  Hetoum,  once  again  as  king,  in  I3OI  took 
Levon  (a  son  of  Toros)  as  joint  king  with  him,  and  in  I3O6  he  re- 
tired yet  again  to  a monastery.  The  following  year  both  Hetoum 
and  Levon  were  treacherously  murdered  by  the  Mongols  whose  alliance 
with  the  Armenians  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  coins  of  Hetoum  II  have  already  been  mentioned,  and  those  is- 
sued by  Smpad  followed,  in  the  main,  the  pattern  by  then  established 
For  his  silver  trams  Smpad  revived  the  enthroned  king  and  two  ram- 
pant lions  types  of  the  third  issue  trams  of  Levon  I (Plate  L)  and 
other  coins  depict  him  holding  a mace  in  place  of  the  cross.  All 
are  rare,  and  Bedoukian  records  a single  specimen  of  a half -tram. 

The  kardez  of  the  reign  shows  the  king  on  horseback  on  the  obverse, 
and  a square  cross  with  what  are  either  lilies  or  doves  in  the  ang- 
les on  the  reverse  (Plate  18) . They  are  struck  at  a considerably 
lighter  weight  than  earlier  issues  of  this  denomination. 

Gosdantin,  however,  introduced  new  variations  in  the  types  he  em- 
ployed. On  his  trams  the  obverse  depicts  him  on  horseback,  but  on 
the  reverse  he  is  shown  standing  together  with  the  inscription 
BY  THE  WILL  OF  GOD  HE  IS  KING.  Gosdantin 's  kardez  repeats  the  stand 
ing  figure  type  but  placed  now  on  the  obverse,  and  has  the  usual 
square  cross  on  the  reverse,  both  types  being  accompanied  by  the 
normal  style  insci’iptions . 

The  coins  of  Gosdantin  are  all  rare  as  he  reigned  for  less  than  a 
year,  yet  another  abnormal  feature  of  the  reign  is  that  he  struck 
gold  coins,  two  of  which  are  recorded  by  Bedoukian.  Earlier  gold 
coins  were  struck  in  the  name  of  Levon  I and  will  be  mentioned 
again  below. 

With  rather  more  settled  conditions  prevailing  under  Levon  III 
(I3OI-I307)  the  normal  pattern  of  coinage  was  resumed,  but  by  then 
the  weight  of  the  silver  coins  had  been  reduced  considerably,  and 
his,  and  later  coins,  are  known  as  takvorins  (Plate  19)-  The  types, 
however,  continue  the  use  of  the  equestrian  portrait  on  the  obverse 
and  the  walking  lion  type  of  the  Levon  II  kardez  on  the  reverse. 

The  kardez  of  Levon  III  (Plate  20)  retains  the  enthroned  king  hold- 
ing mace  and  the  square  cross  types  of  Hetoum  II,  but,  opposite  to 
his  silver  coins,  the  kardez  are  normally  heavier  in  weight  than 
those  of  the  previous  reigns. 

After  Oshin  ascended  the  throne  in  I308,  a small  issue  of  trams  of 
the  Levon  I and  Smpad  types  were  struck  to  celebrate  his  coronation, 
and  on  this,  the  last  issue  of  trams  in  the  Armenian  series,  an  in- 
novation was  made  by  showing  the  hand  of  God  giving  the  sign  of 
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blessing  seen  at  the  king's  left  shoulder  (Plate  2l) . Only  I3  of 
these  trams  are  recorded  by  Bedoukian  and  he  mentions  a single  half- 
tram as  reported  but  of  which  the  present  location  is  unknown.  The 
normal  issue  of  silver  coins  of  Oshin  are  takvorins  of  the  king  on 
horseback  and  walking  lion  types,  these  becoming  the  standard 
types  for  the  remainder  of  the  series.  Most  of  Oshin 's  takvorins 
have  Armenian  letters  as  field  marks  on  the  obverse,  and  althou^ 
the  trams  are  so  rare,  a good  number  of  takvorins  are  recorded. 

A big  change  is  noted  in  Oshin' s copper  coins  as  these  were  struck 
much  lighter  and  smaller  than  previous  issues,  and  they  are  known 
as  poghs  (Plate  22).  The  enthroned  king  and  cix>ss  types  are  em- 
ployed. 

Althou^  contrary  to  the  normal  pattern  of  decline  in  weight  and 
quality  over  successive  issues  from  Hetoum  I,  the  silver  coins  of 
Oshin  and  Levon  IV  who  came  next  to  the  throne  in  1320,  are  gener- 
ally heavier  than  those  of  Levon  III  and  they  are  nearer  to  the 
weight  of  those  of  earlier  reigns.  Bedoukian' s catalogue  provides 
the  basic  method  of  distinguishing  the  coins  of  these  two  kings  of 
similar  name  --  Levons  III  and  IV  --  but  it  might  be  mentioned  here 
that  many  of  the  takvorins  of  Levon  III  have  three  dots  as  a field 
mark,  and  those  of  Levon  IV  have  Armenian  letters.  Also,  the  copper 
poghs  of  Levon  IV  can  in  general  be  distinguished  by  their  lighter 
weight  from  the  kardez  of  Levon  III. 

There  being  no  heir  to  follow  Levon  IV  on  his  death  in  13^2,  the 
crown  was  offered  to  Guy  Lusignan  who  had  family  connections  with 
the  Armenian  royal  household,  and  he  ruled  for  two  years  under  the 
official  name  of  Gosdantin  II.  However,  it  is  his  proper  name  of 
Guy  which  is  to  be  found  on  his  coins  which  are  scarce  in  silver, 
and  very  rare  in  copper  and  of  which  Bedoukian  records  only  two 
specimens . 

For  a number  of  years  the  Armenians  suffered  attacks  from  the  Mam- 
luks  of  Egypt,  and  waged  a losing  battle  against  them.  The  Armenian 
territory  in  Cilicia  was  being  reduced  in  size  stage  by  stage,  and 
in  the  reign  of  Gosdantin  III  who  became  king  following  the  assassi- 
nation of  Guy  in  13^^^  the  Armenians  were  confined  mainly  to  the 
mountainous  territory  of  their  earliest  settlements  in  the  district. 
A few  of  the  early  coins  of  Gosdantin  III  do  carry  the  mint  name  of 
Darson  (Tarsus)  but  most  have  the  normal  inscription  STRUCK  IN  THE 
CITY  OF  SIS  (Plate  23). 

Once  again  the  normal  types  of  both  takvorins  and  poghs  were  follow- 
ed by  Gosdantin  III  who  died  in  I363  as  they  were  by  Gosdantin  IV 
(Plate  2h)  who  followed  as  king  in  1365-  The  coins  of  these  two 
kings  will  be  mentioned  again  below. 

Some  coins  are  known  which  carry  the  name  of  Levon  which  have  been 
noted  as  being  of  similar  style  and  weight  to  those  of  Gosdantins 
III  and  IV,  and  as  there  is  a gap  of  two  years  between  the  two 
reigns,  it  is  suggested  that  this  Levon  --  who  is  otherwise  unknown 
to  history  --  may  have  been  a son  of  Gosdantin  III  and  to  have  ruled 
during  the  gap  — I363-I365  — and  he  is  knwon  as  Levon  the  Ursurper. 
Although  his  coins  follow  the  customary  pattern  of  types  and  weights, 
they  can  be  distinguished  from  the  coins  of  the  other  Levons  from 
the  spelling  of  his  name,  the  third  letter  being  of  a different  form. 
(Figure  6) 


80 


Until  recently  it  was  considered  impossible  to  separate  the  issues 
of  Gosdantins  III  and  IV,  but  Bedoukian  has  differentiated  the  is- 
sues of  the  two  kings  by  taking  into  account  the  baser  silver  of 
the  coins  of  Gosdantin  IV  and  the  field  marks  recorded.  (A.N.S. 
Museum  Notes  V pp.  193-199*  XX) . He  points  out  that  the  lions 
on  the  takvorins  of  Guy,  Gosdantin  III,  and  Levon  the  Ursurper  usu- 
ally have  hairy  manes  and  tails  (Plate  23),  but  not  those  of  Gos- 
dantin IV  (Plate  24).  Also,  the  field  marks  on  the  coins  of  the 
earlier  Gosdantin  are  frequently  dots,  circles,  and  sometimes  let- 
ters, whereas  those  on  the  coins  of  the  later  kings  are  normally 
L or  S shaped  letters  on  both  sides  of  the  coins. 

Very  few  copper  coins  of  all  the  latest  reigns  have  been  recorded, 
but  the  types  of  Levon  the  Ursurper  and  Gosdantin  IV  (Plate  25)  are 
similar  to  those  on  their  takvorins  — the  king  on  horseback  and 
the  lion  walking.  The  weights  are  also  slightly  heavier  than  the 
earlier  poghs,  especially  so  those  of  Gosdantin  IV. 

Following  the  murder  of  Gosdantin  IV  in  1373^  the  last  king  of  Cilic- 
ian  Armenia  was  Levon  V Lusignan  who  was  crowned  in  September  1374. 

By  April  1375  the  Mamluks  finally  conquered  the  remaining  Armenian 
territory  taking  Levon  a prisoner  to  Cairo,  and  his  death  took  place 
in  exile  in  Paris  in  1393- 

Instead  of  striking  the  debased  silver  takvorins  following  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  earlier  kings,  Levon  V copied  Hetoum  II  by  striking 
billon  deniers,  together  with  copper  poghs  of  very  small  size. 

The  billon  deniers  once  egain  depicted  the  facing  head  of  the  king, 
and  the  copper  poghs  (Plate  26)  a new  type  for  the  series,  the  Lusi- 
gnan lion  rampant  seen  so  frequently  on  the  coins  of  Cyprus.  Al- 
though when  Levon  V came  to  the  throne  the  Armenian  territoiy  was 
only  of  very  small  area  and  a fraction  of  the  size  it  was  under 
the  first  kings,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  last  king  of 
Cilician  Armenia  revived  the  inscription  used  mainly  at  the  beginning 
of  the  coin  series  LEVON  KING  OF  ALL  THE  HAYOTS.  The  coins  of 
Levon  V are  rare,  and  Bedoukian  was  able  to  record  only  l4  billon 
deniers  and  19  copper  poghs. 

No  summaiy  of  the  coinage  of  Cilician  Armenia  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  the  few  gold  coins  --  eleven  in  all  --  that  have 
been  recorded  by  Bedoukian,  and  there  is  every  possibility  that 
they  were  struck  only  for  special  occasions.  Known  probably  as 
tahegans,  gold  coins  are  recorded  as  struck  by  Levon  I,  an  issue  in 
the  names  of  both  Levon  I and  Hetoum  I,  and,  as  mentioned  earlier, 
by  Gosdantin  I.  A specimen  appeared  in  a London  auction  sale  cata- 
logue in  1974  this  being  listed  as  of  Leo  II.  As  the  types  describ- 
ed are  those  of  Levon  I (the  same  as  his  ordinary  trams)  (cf.  Plate 
4)  it  would  appear  to  me  that  this  was  yet  another  instance  of  the 
misunderstanding  between  Prince  Levon  II  and  King  Levon  I (both  the 
same  person)  and  not  an  issue  of  King  Levon  II.  Bedoukian,  however, 
does  make  mention  of  a report  of  a gold  coin  of  Levon  II  which  was 
destroyed  in  a fire  in  1?31* 

In  conclusion  a few  remarks  can  be  added  which  I hope  may  assist 
the  general  collector  in  a preliminary  arrangement  of  his  specimens 
of  this  interesting  coinage . 

Most  specimens  of  the  series  can  be  placed  within  fairly  narrow 
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limits  of  time  if  the  name  of  the  king  can  be  read,  and  this  name 
is  almost  always  to  be  found  at  the  1 o'clock  position  on  the  ob- 
verse. A list  of  the  names  is  found  in  Figure  6. 


Occasionally  in  the  middle  of  the  series,  the  customary  obverse  in- 
scription with  the  name  of  the  king  can  be  found  repeated  on  the 
reverse,  this  providing  a second  opportunity  to  read  the  name  should 
that  on  the  obverse  be  obliterated  by  wear  or  bad  striking.  Many 
of  the  coins  of  Levon  I and  Hetoum  II  can  be  distinguished  at  once 
by  their  types  which  are  not  repeated  on  later  coins,  as  can  some 
of  those  of  Levon  II,  Gosdantin  I,  and  Levon  V.  The  coins  of  Smpad, 
Oshin,  and  Guy,  are  easy  to  place  even  if  only  the  first  letter  of 
the  king's  name  can  be  read.  The  large  copper  tanks  were  struck 
only  by  Levon  I and  Hetoum  I,  and,  in  general,  the  gradual  decline 
in  weight  and  size  can  be  helpful  in  a preliminary  sorting  and 
classification.  This  is  helpful  between  the  coppers  of  Levon  IV 
which  are  normally  smaller  and  lighter  than  those  of  Levon  III  al- 
though they  are  mainly  of  similar  types.  The  main  distinguishing 
features  between  the  takvorins  of  Gosdantins  III  and  IV  have  been 
mentioned  above. 


For  myself  I have  found  the  study 
of  these  Armenian  coins  to  be  very 
interesting  and  rewarding  and  my 
collection  of  them  very  fascinating, 
and  I hope  this  commentary  of  mine 
may  be  of  some  assistance  to  other 
collectors  who  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  a copy  of  Bedoukian's  ex- 
cellent catalogue,  a situation  in 
which  I was  placed  for  a consider- 
able time.  Finally  I acknowledge  afresh  my  dependance  upon  Dr. 
Bedoukian's  book  in  the  production  of  this  commentary,  and  my 
gratitude  to  him  for  it. 


Ibbnp  UEVOUS  I TO  V 
Uint  LEVOM  THE  USURPER. 

Ibp-nt'U'  HETOUMS  1 AriD  II 

ULTFUS  SMPAD 

MnUSUETFUE  G05DAMTINS  I TO  IV 
UKbl't  OSHIM 
GUY 

Fig.  6 


NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK 

"Coins  - An  Enduring  Reflection  of  Man"  - U.S. 

"Coin  Collecting  - A Hobby  for  All  Seasons"  - Canada 

by  Gary  E.  Lewis ^ NI 
U.S.  National  Coin  Week  Chairman 

This  year's  United  States  National  Coin  Week  will  be  held  on  April 
19-25th  while  Canada's  will  be  April  13-18th.  The  principal  objective 
of  both  National  Coin  Weeks,  with  their  associated  exhibits  and  pub- 
licity, is  to  interest  non-collectors  and  ex-collectors  in  the  hobby 
and  hopefully  Increase  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation and  Canadian  Numismatic  Association  along  with  such  other  organl 
zations  as  Numismatics  International. 

Local  coin  clubs  are  encouraged  to  have  something  special,  be  it  ex- 
hibits, social  club  talks,  educational  TV,  during  National  Coin  Week. 
NI  members  are  encouraged  to  participate.  Those  of  us  who  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  past  have  found  that  the  rewards  pay  for  your  efforts 
several  fold. 
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The  Notgeld  of 
Weis,  Austria 

by  W.  A.  Haskell,  f-larxzell/P faff  enrol.  West  Germany,  NI  #LM-15 


One  of  the  most  devastating  consequences  of  war  is  the  total  disruption 
of  world  economics,  but  there  are  few  instances  to  match  the  runaway 
hyperinflation  that  plagued  Germany  as  a direct  consequence  of  the 
1914-18  war.  An  allied  neighbor,  Austria,  shared  a financial-economic, 
as  well  as  military  defeat,  when  it  too  financed  the  war  in  the  form 
of  war  loans  and  treasury  bills  without  supporting  taxation.  Hoarding 
had  quickly  caused  coinage  to  vanish  and  additional  problems  were  cre- 
ated as  the  country  moved  from  a vast  empire  ruled  by  an  authoritarian 
emperor  to  a republic  of  greatly  shrunken  geographical  dimensions. 

However,  although  Austria  issued  and  utilized  paper  emergency  money, 
or  "notgeld",  to  help  alleviate  the  shortage  of  coins,  it  was  not  is- 
sued in  the  profusion  or  quantities  as  that  of  Germany.  Nonetheless, 
more  than  1000  communities,  from  Abetzberg  in  Lower  Austria  to  Zwettl 
im  Muhlkreis  in  Upper  Austria,  issued  some  form  of  paper  notgeld  in- 
tended to  keep  commerce  moving  and  relieve  local  small  change  shortages. 
In  addition,  there  were  scores  of  private  issues  which  supplemented  the 
official  issues.  Most  of  the  Austrian  notgeld  will  be  found  to  be 
dated  1920-21. 

Among  the  more  interesting  issues  of  Austria  are  those  for  the  town  of 
Weis  (pop.  41,000)  in  Upper  Austria,  located  on  the  Traun  River,  29 
kilometers  (18  miles)  from  Linz  and  95  kilometers  (59  miles)  from  Salz- 
burg. It  is  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  Danube  River  plain  called  the 
"Innviertel" , an  area  of  the  Inn  River  valley  where  it  flows  north  to 
join  the  Danube  east  to  the  Enns  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Stey,  a broad 
and  agriculturally  rich  land. 

Weis  is  strategically  placed  to  be  the  focal  point  of  road,  railroads 
and  markets  that  it  has  become  and  dates  back  to  at  least  Roman  times 
when  it  was  known  as  "Ovilava",  capital  of  the  "Noricum  ripense"  Pro- 
vince. A castle  from  about  770  was  built  here  which  became  the  seat 
of  the  Counts  of  Wels-Lambach , and  later  of  Otakar  von  Steyr  in  1186. 

The  Innviertel,  being  rich  in  agricultural  activities  and  stock  farm- 
ing, has  made  Weis  a natural  focal  point  for  these  activities  and  im- 
portant center  for  agricultural  markets.  Highly  popular  and  widely 
known  fairs  are  held  each  year  in  the  town,  the  largest  being  the 
first  week  in  September  in  even  years  and  which  alternates  with  the 
/ery  popular  "Welser  Volksfest"  and  other  fairs  organized  in  the  un- 
even years.  These  fairs  are  pictured  on  a series  of  notgeld  Issued 
by  the  town  in  June  1921. 

There  are  twelve  notes  in  this  colorful  market  week  series  in  30,  50, 

60,  80  and  90  Heller,  printed  by  August  Moser  of  Weis,  under  authority 
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Common  Obverse  of  Series 


of  Mayor  Carl  Richter.  The  obverse  of  these  little  notes  is  a grayish- 
green  on  off-white  paper.  The  30  Heller  note  shows  the  "Spanferkel" , 


ZO  Heller,  Reverse 


50  Heller,  Reverse 

or  sucking  pig  parket,  in  green  and  brov'/n;  a 50  Heller  notes  depicts 
the  lively  horse  market  in  black  while  a faO  lieller  illustrates  the 
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60  Heller,  Reverse 


80  Heller,  Reverse 


vegetable  market,  also  in  black.  An  80  Heller  note  shows  an  overall 
view  of  the  town  market  place  shile  the  90  Heller  shows  the  towns  people 


90  Heller,  Reverse 

at  church  in  the  Pollheim  castle  chapel  crypt.  In  the  background  may 
be  seen  one.  of  the  gravestones  of  the  Wartenburger  family  which  are 
buried  in  the  chapel  and  dating  from  the  15th  century.  This  note  is 
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brown  and  blue  while  a variety  has  the  ladies  head-dress  in  gold. 

An  earlier  series  without  date,  but  issued  in  1920,  consists  of  sixteen 
50  Heller  notes  in  blue  or  blue-gray  with  interesting  views  of  the  anc- 
ient town.  One  of  these,  in  a town  well  known  for  its  rennaisance 
style  architecture  typical  of  the  lower  Inn  and  Salzach  valleys,  shows 
the  citizens  school  building  which  clearly  demonstrates  the  style  of 
facade  surmounted  by  a horizontal  ledge  masking  a sloping  roof  that  has^| 
Italian  echoes  and  is  in  strong  contrast  to  the  nearby  picturesque  Alpine 
style  of  Salzburg  and  Bavaria. 


Another  50  Heller  note  from  this  series  shows  "Stadtplatz" , or  city 
center,  tower  of  the  church  and  a very  typical  sign  in  elaborate  iron- 
work for  the  "Gasthaus  Lowen" , or  Lion  Inn. 


The  earliest  series  from  Weis,  denominated  in  10,  20  and  50  Heller  in 
several  varieties  also  shows  various  views  of  the  town.  The  10  Heller 
note  shown  (bottom  last  page)  here  depicts  the  "Ledererturm" , a tower 
built  in  1618  and  the  only  remaining  tower  of  the  city  wall,  most  of 
which  was  pulled  down  to  make  room  for  municipal  growth  long  ago.  Just 
behind  this  tower  is  situated  Pollheim  Castle,  mentioned  above,  and 


20  Heller  Showing  Pollheim  Castle 

shown  on  this  20  Heller  note.  The  city  coat  of  arms  forms  an  important 
part  of  this  series  on  the  reverses.  There  are  two  color  varieties  of 
each  of  the  notes  in  this  series. 

Two  private  issues  (not  illustrated)  also  originated  from  Weis.  One 
for  the  Austrian  Army  Alpenjager  Regiment  8,  stationed  here,  is  de- 
nominated in  25,  50  and  75  Heller  in  three  varieties,  while  the  hair- 
dressing shop  of  Karl  Primmer  issued  three  notes  in  10,  20  and  50  Hel- 
ler in  six  varieties. 

Austrian  notgeld  seems  to  be  largely  neglected  by  collectors,  which  is 
unfortunate,  for  as  can  be  seen,  it  offers  many  fascinating  collecting 
possibilities . 

*********************************************************************** 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

OIH  Transfer  Welaomes  NI-OIN  Combination 

To  my  thinking  the  joining  of  OIN  and  NI  is  a very  good  thing.  As  a 
collector  of  world  coins  I highly  esteem  U.S.  coins,  but  find  that  the 
topic  nearly  drowns  out  all  other  numismatic  fields.  I am  a worldwide 
collector,  and  collect  any  time  period.  As  a result  I have  become 
knowledgeable  in  many  fields,  but  an  expert  in  none,  possibly  with 
the  exception  of  Spanish  counterstamps.  I do  have  some  fields  about 
which  I know  more  than  others,  e.g.  Low  Countries  coinage,  and  have 
attributed  many  pre-Craig  western  coins,  though  in  most  cases  I am  not 
expert  enough  to  authenticate  them.  Nor  am  I very  fussy  about  evalu- 
ating coins  as  too  many  potential  friendships  have  shattered  that  way. 

I hope  that  my  membership  in  NI  will  be  fruitful  both  ways  and  look 
forward  to  receiving  the  HI  BULLETIN. 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  coin  listings  published  here 
are  supplied  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  U.S.A.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers 
in  any  other  publication  is  authorized.) 


* Collectors' 


Coins 


CANADA 

* Y112  1 Dollar  1981,  Silver  (36iran),  Centennail  Trans-Canada 

Railroad  Approval 

* Y113  100  Dollars  1981,  Gold  (27mm),  "0  Canada"  as  National  Anthem 

ETHIOPIA 

* Y44  20  Birr  EE1972  (1980),  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  UNICEF 


HONG  KONG 

* Y42  1000  Dollars  1981,  .9167  Gold  (28.4mm),  Year  of  the  Cockerel 

KENYA 

Y18  1 Shilling  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (27.7mm),  Pres.  Daniel  T.  A.  Moi 

JORDAN 

Y26  1/2  Dinar  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (34mm,  7-sided) 

MOROCCO 

YA63  5 Dirhem  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm) 

PANAMA 

* Y66  150  Balboas  1980,  .500  Gold  (27mm),  Sesquicentennial  of  Bolivar 

* Y67  500  Balboas  1980,  .500  Gold  (45mm),  White  Herons 

(Note:  Y67  was  previously  published  as  Y66.) 


PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA 

Y15  50  Toea  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm),  Festival  of  Arts 

* Y16  100  Kina  1980,  .900  Gold  (27.7mm),  Festival  of  Arts 

* Y17  100  Kina  1980,  .900  Gold  (27.7mm),  5th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

PHILIPPINES 

* Y75  25  Piso  1980,  .500  Silver  (38mm),  Centennial  Birth  of  MacArthur 

* Y76  2500  Piso  1980,  .500  Gold  04. 98mm),  Centen.  Birth  of  MacArthur 

SOLOMON  ISLANDS 

* Yll  100  Dollars  1980,  .500  Gold  (27mm),  Native  Art 
SYRIA 

Y46  1 Pound  1978,  Nickel,  Re-election  of  President 

THAILAND 

Y140  5 Baht  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (29.5mm),  80th  Birthday  Princess 

Mother 

Y141  10  Baht  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (32mm),  80th  Birthday  Princes  Mother 


UNITED  ARAB  EMIRATES 

* Y7  750  Dirham  1980,  .900  Gold  (27mm),  I'JY/UNICEF 
*********************************************************************** 


A TALLERESSE??  A talleresse  was  the  wife  or  daughter  of  a moneyer  who 
worked  with  him  in  the  mint,  cutting  blanks  (flans,  planchetc) . 
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THE  NOTEWORTHY  PUBLISHING  E VENT  OF  1 9 8 0 . . . . 


Dr.  Mitchiner's  completion  of  his  multi-volume  reference 
work. 

by  Kenneth  M.  MaoKenziey  TenafLy,  New  Jersey,  NI  #364 

As  1980  came  to  an  end  it  was  worth  recording  in  this  special  issue 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Michael  Mitchiner  completed  his  widely  acclaimed 
three-volume  encyclopedic  work  ORIENTAL  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES  with 
its  two  thousand  pages  (12-1/2"  x 8-1/2"),  fifteen  thousand  coin  photos 
and  a highly  readable  text  with  much  new  information.  By  all  standards 
this  was  a truly  remarkable  feat  for  an  author-numismatist  to  plan, 
write,  and  actually  type-set  as  well  as  seeing  it  through  the  press 
and  bindery  in  such  a brief  period  (the  first  two  volumes  having  been 
completed  and  published  in  1977  and  the  final  one  in  1979,  released 
for  sale  by  Seaby's  in  January  1980). 

Many  readers  are  aware  that  the  work  has  been  much  admired  by  collect- 
ors, scholars  and  dealers  in  coins  wherever  English  is  spoken  and  read. 
Its  popularity  is  largely  due  to  its  simplicity  of  organisation  of  the 
complex  material,  the  author's  erudition-apparent  on  every  page,  and 
its  great  scope. 

Dr.  Mitchiner  lives  in  a suburb  of  London,  and  when  I met  him  he  told 
me  that  he  had  learned  something  about  the  Orient  and  wanted  to  pre- 
sent the  broad  picture  of  its  numismatic  history  as  a coherent  entity. 

In  my  opinion  he  succeeded  admirably.  The  planning  of  this  work  evolv- 
ed as  the  material  was  assembled,  mostly  drawn  from  his  own  collection 
of  common-place  and  many  rare  specimens  - the  criterion  being,  to 
present  an  overall  picture  of  Oriental  coins  and  its  historical  context 
in  three  volumes. 

He  told  me  how  most  of  the  production  was  done  at  home  where  he  took 
the  photos  with  a polaroid  CU-5  camera  using  oblique  lighting,  and  the 
typesetting  with  an  IBM  electronic  composer.  He  acknowledged  with  grati- 
tude the  fact  that  his  wife  Rosalie  proof-read  his  handiwork  (in  spite 
of  her  many  home  duties  caring  for  the  five  children  around  at  the 
time) . 

He  wrote  in  the  Arabic  and  other  native  scripts  at  the  same  time  as  he 
pasted-up  the  text  and  photos.  When  all  these  basic  tasks  were  com- 
pleted, each  volume  was  sent  off  to  the  printer  in  "camera-ready  form" 
where  negatives  were  made  up  in  8-page  spreads,  which  had  to  be  care- 
fully checked  again  before  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed  16  pages  at 
a time  from  each  set  of  plates.  The  paper  required  was  enormous  - the 
last  volume  alone  took  nearly  seven  tons! 

Perhaps  this  brief  note  on  the  author's  production  of  his  impressive 
work  may  encourage  other  numismatists  to  emulate  his  example  in  other 
fields  of  research. 

The  3 volumes , THE  WORLD  OF  ISLAM,  THE  ANCIENT  AND  CLASSICAL  WORLD  and 
NON-ISLAMIC  STATES  AND  WESTERN  COLONIES  600-1979  are  available  singly 
or  in  sets  from  Seaby's  and  other  coin  dealers  who  also  deal  in  books. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  PTOLEMAIC  COINS  AND  MONETAE!  STANDAEDS  (Die  Ptolemdischen  Miinz- 
Und  EeohnungsweTte) , F.  Hultsch.  German  Text.  60pp,  including  index. 
Hard  cover,  $15.00.  An  OBOL  reprint  from  the  Leipzig  1903  edition 
(third  in  a series) . 

It  is  unfortunate  that  a working  knowledge  of  German  is  needed  for 
this  work,  all  the  more  so  since  there  are  no  illustrations.  However, 
the  number  of  tables,  in  fractions  of  drachms,  can  be  read  with  a 
dictionary.  A knowledge  (at  least  of  the  alphabet)  of  Greek  for  names 
and  quotations  is  also  needed. 

There  was  a time  when  the  huge  bronze  coins  of  Ptolemaic  Egypt  (as 
well  as  the  very  numerous  small,  thick  pieces  of  the  later  Roman  emp- 
erors) were  relatively  common  and  inexpensive;  - interesting  "curios" 
to  add  to  any  collection  of  ancients. 

The  writer  of  this  work,  with  characteristic  Teutonic  thoroughness, 
seeks  to  explain  the  confusing  and  varied  monetary  systems  of  the 
Egyptian  and  Mediterranean  world  in  relation  to  Greek  and  Roman  rulers. 
It  is  a valuable  contribution  to  the  scholastic  side  of  numismatics 
and  it  is  a source  of  much  information.  It  does  need  a fairly  large 
numismatic  display,  whether  in  text  or  exhibition,  to  make  the  whole 
system  clear  to  any  but  the  scholar. 

Reviewed  by  I.  G.  G.  Campbell 


The  Meaning  of  the  Symbols  which  are  to  be  Found  on  the  Ancient  Greek 
Coinage  (Sur  la  Signification  des  Types  Monetaires  des  Anciens),  by  J. 
N.  Svoronos.  French  text.  A paperback  of  32pp  with  6s  illustrations. 
No  index.  $5.00,  an  OBOL  reprint  of  a section  taken  from  Bulletin  de 
Correspondance  Hell^ique  of  the  1894  Athens  work. 

Symbols  used  on  coins  of  any  period  or  country  are  an  interesting  side- 
light on  the  country  and  period  involved  - in  the  case  of  much  Indian 
coinage,  all  important,  and  sometimes  of  vital  importance  historically. 

As  the  volume  has  illustrations  (drawn)  scattered  liberally  throughout 
the  text,  it  is  possible  that  the  relevant  sections  can  be  understood 
with  the  aid  of  a dictionary  or  vocabulary.  The  work  is  concerned 
with  astrological  and  zodiacal  symbols  (stars,  moon,  etc.)  which  are 
found  here  and  there  on  the  coins  of  ancient  Greece.  It  coveres  the 
period  of  the  first  Greek  coins  down  to  the  Roman  period. 

An  interesting  sideline  and  a must  for  anyone  who  wishes  to  appreciate 
fully  the  significance  of  the  coins  in  his  collection.  They  would 
make  a very  fascinating  exhibition  display. 

Sec.  6,  pl20.  The  OWL.  this  type  is  found  on  the  tetradrachms  of 
several  cities  in  Crete,  struck  in  the  Athenian  style,  as  well  as  on 
coins  of  Kydonia  & Kerala.  This  might  possibly  refer  to  Athenian 
myth.  It  is  worth  noticing  that  on  all  Athenian  tetradrachms  from 
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44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


Four  examples.  (Drawings  3/4  Actual  Size) 

527-200  B.C.  the  crescent  is  found  with  the  owl  (Fig.  45).  Also  note 
that  the  earliest  Athenian  pieces  (Fig.  44),  the  owl's  body  is  com- 
posed of  star  dots.  Note  too  that  on  the  coinage  of  Etrurian  Populonia 
(Figs.  46,  47)  stars  are  found  alongside  the  owl. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


HUNDRED  YEARS  OF  INDIAN  COINAGE^  by  Dr.  K.  N.  Sharif.  1979  First 
Edition,  by  Libra  Publishing  House,  Bangalore,  India.  $32.00.  215pp, 

hard  cover,  illus.,  charts  and  tables. 

My  wife  called  and  said  "It's  here!".  I replied,  "I  don't  believe  it." 
After  3 months,  4 checks  and  6 letters,  my  copy  of  Hundred  Years  of 
Indian  Coinage  arrived.  Imagine  my  excitement  as  I opened  the  slip- 
case  package  containing  the  book  which  was  to  answer  all  my  questions 
about  British  Indian  coinage. 

Chapter  by  chapter  Sharif  reveals  his  familiarity  with  the  portrait 
series,  explaining  why  gold  did  not  circulate  in  monometallic  India 
and  why  the  British  Indian  government  minted  more  rupees  in  some  years 
than  in  others.  Sharif  touches  on  the  myth  of  treasure  troves  and 
how  some  silver  coins  escaped  the  melting  pots  during  World  War  I. 

Does  it  seem  odd  that  some  of  the  most  elaborate  and  extensive  series 
of  coinage  were  minted  in  a country  without  silver  deposits?  Where 
did  all  the  silver  from  from?  Do  you  know  how  mustard  seeds  figure 
in  the  Indian  tola?  And  while  the  tale  of  the  rupee  has  been  told 
before,  Sharif  does  it  briefly. 

However,  Victoria's  coinage  may  never  be  the  same  if  "buds  and  blossoms" 
revolutionize  descriptions.  Some  long  needed  terminology  helps  clarify 
the  varieties  of  Issues.  As  far  as  the  dot-date  theory  is  concerned, 
one  wishes  that  Major  Pridmore  were  still  around  to  respond  to  Sharif. 
Perhaps  Remick  or  Clarke  or  Falcke  will  rally  with  Krause  and  Mishler. 

Illustrations  are  large  and  clearly  done.  The  charts  are  useful,  but 
it  is  unfortunate  that  chart  number  identifiers  do  not  coincide  with 
the  photo  details  as  it  appears  they  should  in  the  case  of  the  1862 
rupees.  The  mistake  is  not  enormous,  just  annoying.  What  will  happen 
to  price  lists  when  collectors  and  dealers  find  out  about  the  half 
rupee? 

In  the  second  half  of  the  book,  Sharif  moves  through  Edward  VII,  George 
V,  Edward  VIII  and  George  VI  with  alacrity.  I,  for  one,  disagree  that 
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a mint-wise,  date-wise  rupee  collection  is  easy  with  Edward  VII,  least- 
wise not  in  the  best  conditions.  More  detail  of  George  Vs  15  rupees 
gold  piece  and  the  Indian  sovereign  would  have  been  desirable.  The 
ornamental  border  on  the  20th  century  gold  coin  is  very  attractive. 

It  is  also  very  expensive!  There  are  excellent  descriptions  of  copper 
and  other  minors  throughout  the  book.  It  would  have  been  better, 
however,  to  have  shown  the  relative  sizes  of  coins  more  accurately  a-la 
Krause  and  Mishler. 


Sharif  will  generate  comments  about  "pyramia",  but  should  one  accept 
his  contention  that  1962  dots  are  unofficial,  irregular  and  freakish? 
And  what  about  restrikes?  Not  much  is  mentioned  about  Lahore.  None- 
the  less.  Hundred  Years  of  Indian  Coinage  will  help  numismatists  pre- 
serve those  bright  and  beautiful  silver  coins  whose  jingling  was  heard 
by  countless  millions  in  the  almost  invisible  past  of  a far  away  land. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  L.  Price. 


A CHRONOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  COINS  STRUCK  BY  THE  (SEMI-AUTONOMOUS) 
MACEDONIAN  COIMUNITIES,  BEFORE,  DURING  AND  AFTER,  THE  ROMAN  CONQUEST  168  BC. 
(Examen  Chronologique  des  Monnaies  frappes  par  la  Commnaute  des  Mace- 
doniens  avant,  pendant  et  apres  la  Conquete  Romaine,  268  BC,  by  H.  F. 
Bompois.  French  text.  lOOpp,  no  index,  lOpl  drawn.  Hard  cover.  OBOL 
reprint  of  the  Paris  1876  edition.  $20.00. 


This  work  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  consisting  of  8 chapters 
(72pp)  of  text  and  explanation  with  a very  few  footnotes.  The  text  J 
cannot  be  read  without  a fairly  good  knowledge  of  French.  The  second  ^ 
section  consists  of  6 categories,  the  last  being  divided  into  two, 
with  a section  of  4 specimens,  origin  uncertain.  The  coin  descriptions 
are  easy  to  read  and  include  the  whereabouts  of  the  individual  specimens. 
The  coins  are  superbly  drawn,  so  reproduce  perfectly,  with  fine  details 
(see  example  below) . 


A tetradraahm  belonging  to  the  first  group. 

Obv. : Bust  of  the  Goddess  Diana  within  a laurel  wreath. 

Note  the  star  and  orescent,  Diana's  symbols.  In 
this  period  only  Gods  or  Goddesses  were  portrayed, 
though  the  engraver  may  hare  used  a human  model. 

Rev. : This  shows  the  club,  associated  with  Hercules,  also 

quite  corrmonly  found  on  l4acedonian  coins.  Note  the 
name. 


This  work  is  essentially  that  of  the  scholar/historian,  though  any 
collector  interested  in  the  Macedonian  series  (a  plentiful  series 


92 


because  of  the  rich  silver  mines  in  Macedonia).  There  are,  also,  the 
immense  issues  (earlier)  of  Alexander  the  Great,  from  the  immense 
treasuries  he  captured  in  Persia.  A book  recommended  for  libraries, 
museums,  dealers  and  clubs. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


ON  THE  COINS  OF  RHODESIA-ZIMBABWEj  by  John  G.  Keogh.  46pp,  illus. 
Stiff  paper  cover,  5-3/4"  x 8".  Available  at  $8.00  U.S.  seamail  and 
$12.00  airmail  from  Keogh  Coins,  P.  0.  Box  20031,  Durban  North  4016, 
Republic  of  South  Africa. 

This  catalogue  covers  the  coinage  of  Rhodesia  (now  Zimbabwe)  from 
1932  to  date  with  valuations  in  South  African  rands. 

The  first  half  of  the  catalogue  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  coins 

of  Southern  Rhodesia  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia,  as  well  as  an 
illustrated  section  on  grading  of  Rhodesian  coinage. 

The  catalogue  section  is  in  the  second  half  of  the  booklet.  Coins  are 
priced  in  4 conditions  (proof,  uncirculated,  EF  and  VF) . All  type 
coins  are  illustrated  and  mintage  figures  are  given.  Mintage  figures 
are  as  yet  unavailable  for  the  decimal  coinage  issued  from  1964  on. 
Proof  sets  are  listed  and  priced. 

High  prices  for  coins  in  uncirculated  condition  and  to  some  extent  for 
a few  in  EF  condition  indicate  the  scarcity  of  many  dates  in  top  con- 
dition. As  examples:  the  1939  florin  is  valued  at  2450  rands  in  un- 
circulated and  600  rands  in  EF;  the  1946  florin  at  4500  rands  in  un- 
circulated and  2500  rands  in  EF  and  800  rands  in  VF ; and  the  1946  half 

crown  at  250  rands  in  uncirculated  and  100  rands  in  EF. 

John  Keogh  published  the  first  edition  of  this  catalogue  4 years  ago. 
He  has  collected  Rhodesian  coins  for  the  past  30  years.  He  has  stores 
in  Johnannesburg,  Durban  and  Cape  Town  which  are  well  stocked  with 
coins,  stamps,  medals  and  banknotes. 

The  catalogue  is  highly  recommended.  Its  valuations  are  realistic. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remlck 


NOTES  ON  THE  CHRONOLOGICAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF  ATHENIAN  COINS  (MAGISTRATE 
NAI4E  SERIES) t (Notes  sur  le  Classement  Chronologique  des  Monnaies 
d'Athenes  {Series  avec  noms  de  wagistrats]),'by  M.  L.  Kambaris.  15pp 
(8"  X 11-1/2"),  2 plates  (23  coins).  Paperback.  OBOL  reprint.  $5.00. 
French  text . 

The  original  of  this  (French)  was  published  in  Paris  in  1928.  The  text 
requires  a working  knowledge  of  French.  The  coins  are  not  described, 
merely  the  legends  given  and  the  whereabouts  of  the  specimen  illus- 
trated, Europe,  Athens  and  Berlin  having  the  most. 

This  original  continued  the  work  begun  by  the  greek  scholar  Svoronos 


93 


a century  ago. 


The  coins,  apart  from  their  individual  interest,  are  a valuable  record 
of  Greek  history  for  they  have  a letter  date  showing  the  month  of  strik- 
ing. The  secondary  symbols  refer  to  contemporary  events  so  each  speci- 
men can  be  precisely  dated. 

Svoronos'  work  was  completed  posthumously  and  published  in  1925,  being 
reprinted  in  French  and  English  in  1975. 

Athens  has  an  almost  unique  place  in  the  world  (as  well  as  Greek)  numis- 
matics . 

This  is  a must  work  for  everyone  working  with  Greek  coinage  and  a com- 
panion piece  to  the  Svoronos  work.  Obol  will  be  publishing  another 
of  his  works  also  this  season.  A useful  book. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


THE  1981  CHARLTON  COIN  GUIDE,  21st  Edition.  232pp  (4-1/4"  x 7"),  illus. 
Available  in  both  English  and  French  text.  $1.75  plus  .50c  for  postage 
and  handling.  Available  from  the  publishers:  The  Charlton  Press,  299 

Queen  Street  West,  Toronoto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5V  1Z9. 

This  new  21st  edition  is  50%  larger  than  the  previous  edition  and  con- 
tains many  new  sharp  photographs.  It  is  a dealer's  buying  guide,  giv- 
ing averages  or  estimates  of  what  a dealer  will  pay  for  the  item  listed 
in  average  circulated  condition  when  he  needs  it. 

The  volume  catalogues  the  coinage  of  Canada  and  its  provinces  by  date, 
mintmark  and  die  variety  since  1858;  a limited  selection  of  the  main 
Canadian  currency  tokens  and  over  300  Canadian  banknotes.  A 6 page 
section  lists  in  alphabetical  order  all  non-government  banks  which  is- 
sued or  ordered  Canadian  banknotes.  160  banks  are  listed.  A new  il- 
lustrated section  of  35  Canadian  war  medals  has  been  added  to  this 
edition.  Coins  of  the  United  States  are  catalogued  in  30  pages. 

British  copper  coins  are  catalogued  in  7 pages. 

Tables  are  included  for  gold  and  silver  content  of  Canadian  coins  and 
their  up-to-date  bullion  value.  The  volume  concludes  with  a 4 page 
glossary  of  concise  definitions  for  the  more  familiar  numismatic  terms. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


UNPUBLISHED  COINS  OF  THE  MEDIEVAL  KINGDOM  OF  CYPRUS,  by  P.  Lambros. 
Greek  & French  text,  with  English  translation.  170pp  (3  sections), 
lOpl  (drawn).  Hardback.  $20.00.  OBOL,  Ltd.  1980. 

Seeing  the  recent  and  current  interest  "in  the  field  of  medieval  numis- 
matics, this  reprint  of  the  French/Greek  texts  with  an  English  trans- 
lation of  the  1873  edition  is  most  useful.  Obol  has  made  a valuable 
tool  in  a rare  field  available  to  collectors  and  dealers. 
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The  coinage  here  described  begins  with  the  Byzantine  style  coinage  of 
the  Komenoi  family  (7  years),  followed  by  the  coinage  of  the  Crusader 
kings,  the  latter  probably  the  best  known  to  collectors. 

Perhaps  the  explanation,  with  quotations  of  the  monetary  systems  used 
there,  is  the  most  valuable  contribution  to  numismatics  of  this  work. 

The  coins  described  in  the  text  show  the  medieval  script  as  it  appears 
on  the  coins.  This  is  a useful  aid  in  identification  to  anyone  unac- 
customed with  the  various  medieval  scripts  (Latin);  at  the  same  time 
it  takes  a while  to  recognize  some  of  the  letters. 

108  coins  are  described,  each  one  meticulously  drawn,  so  that  the 
plates  have  reproduced  perfectly.  I do  not  know  but  would  suppose 
that  new  specimens  of  this  period  may  have  come  to  light  in  recent 
years,  than  were  known  prior  to  1873.  Along  with  the  description  of 
each  coin,  there  is  a brief  but  useful  commentary  either  about  the 
individual  ruler  and  his/her  family. 

A must  for  all  museums  and  libraries  dealing  with  medieval  European 
numismatics.  It  is  also  a fascinating  small  book  to  peruse. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


OTTOMAN  COINAGE  DUEING  THE  REIGN  OF  SULTAN  ABDUL  AZIZ ^ by  Cuneyt  Olcer. 
This  important  addition  to  his  series  of  books  on  Turkish  numsmatics 
contains  facsimile  illustrations  of  unpublished  documents  concerning 
the  striking  of  coins  in  the  Paris  and  Brussells  Mints. 

Also,  all  of  the  coins  of  Sultan  Aziz  from  the  mints  of  Constantinople, 
of  Egypt  and  of  Tunis  are  listed  with  the  names  of  the  collections  in 
which  the  rare  specimens  can  be  found.  Included  also  are  the  coins  of 
Yakub  Beg  who  struck  coins  in  the  name  of  Abdul  Aziz  for  use  in  Sink- 
lang,  province  of  China. 

This  essential  book  for  the  study  of  modem  Ottoman  series  coins  con- 
tains 160  pages  of  text  with  6 pages  of  coin  photographs,  and  hundreds 
of  line  drawings.  Cost  is  $15.00  U.S.  and  is  available  from  Numismata 
Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 


COINS  OF  THE  OTTOMAN  EMPIRE  (Osmanliarda  Madeni  Paralar)^  by  Nuri  Pere. 
This  has  been  the  standard  work  on  the  coinage  of  the  Ottoman  Empire 
for  over  a decade.  It  is  essentially  an  illustrated  catalog  of  over 
one  thousand  coins  and  medals  selected  from  the  unique  Collection  of 
the  National  Museum.  There  is  a short  resume  in  English  included  in 
the  Turkish  text.  The  books  contains  310  pages  plus  88  photographic 
plates  beautifully  printed.  There  are  also  8 plates  of  drawings  of 
ornaments  found  on  Ottoman  coins.  Strong  library  cloth  binding.  $35.00 
Available  from  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Lester  D.  Snell,  Box  261,  Sonoma,  Calif.  95476:  WANTED  TO  BUY:  Canada 
Y33,  1947  Maple  Leaf  Dollar  in  AU  or  better;  the  following  (F  or  VF 
preferred)  of  New  Brunswick  - Y-5  Half  Cent,  Y-7  5 Cents  (any  date), 

Y-8  10  Cents  (any  date);  Thailand/Siam  - Y-1  and  Y-3  1/4  Fuang,  Y-2 
and  Y-4  1/2  Fuang,  Y-29  Salung.  Please  quote. 

Simcha  L.  Kuritzky,  5403  Mad  River  Lane,  Columbia,  MD  21044:  I am 

doing  research  on  coins,  currency  and  medals  of  the  European  Revolution- 
ary Republics  1789-1849.  Any  help  will  be  appreciated;  expenses  reim- 
bursed . 

Juha  Jaakola,  Laukontori  6B,  33200  Tampere  20,  Finland:  WANTED  BOOKS : 

H.  A.  Ramsden  - CHINESE  EARLY  BARTER  AND  UNINSCRIBED  MONEY;  J.  Edkins  - 
CHINESE  CURRENCY;  R.  Schlosser  - CHINA’S  MDNZEN;  0.  Rose  - CHINESISCHE 
MUNZEN.  Also  pre-T'ang  coins  of  China. 

Editor,  NI  BULLETIN:  WANTED  — contributors  to  this  page!!!!  No  ex- 

perience necessary.  Good  opportunity  for  advancement  of  your  numis- 
matic knowledge  or  adding  to  your  collection.  No  fee  charged.  Apply 
by  mall  to  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79413,  USA. 

(No  FOR  SALE  notices,  please.) 

********************************************************************** 
COME  ONE!!  COME  ALL!!  INTERPAM  '81  UPDATE 


"Everything  is  moving  into  high  gear  in  the  final  planning  of  INTERPAM 
*81."  INTERPAM  '81  is  a truly  international  Gathering  of  Paper  Money 
People  from  almost  everywhere. 

If  you  don't  know  the  place  is  TORONTO,  CANADA  this  coming  July  15th 
through  the  18th  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel. 

Everything  is  International  about  INTERPAM  '81,  the  people  who  have 
been  involved  in  planning  it  for  almost  two  years;  the  International 
Exhibition  of  Invited  Exhibitors;  the  Quality  International  Bourse;  a 
world-class  international  auction  and  educational  program  of  lectures 
and  seminars  of  interest  to  collectors,  curators,  archivists  and 
numismatic  researchers  of  world  paper  money. 

Bill  MacDonald  is  General  Chairman,  with  Jack  Veffer,  Co-Chairman.  They 
are  working  with  nine  directors  working  on  the  various  tasks  to  bring 
this  prestigious  international  gathering  together. 

The  International  Quality  Bourse  has  dealers  from  nine  different  countries 
signed  up.  They  include  dealers  from  Canada,  the  USA,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Hong  Kong,  West  Germany,  Italy  and  Mexico. 

Tours  of  Toronto  and  to  the  city  of  Ottawa  where  visitors  will  see  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mint  and  numismatic  collections,  and  to  Niagra  Falls. 

Write  INTERPAM  '81,  Box  704,  Station  "B",  Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 
M2K  2P9  for  more  details. 
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